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                   Gordon Gore Photo 
 

Will there still be a BIG Little Science Centre for this little guy when he is older? 
It is just a toy for this little guy now, but there is a lot of physics in the 'loop-the-loop' display. Some day we 
hope he can come back and explain it all to us. Kids of all ages enjoy the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

New Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore (NEW!)  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   

Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
 
 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Our NEW LOCATION is at 655 Holt Street, in the former Twin Rivers / Happyvale School. 

 
 

The Newsletter Needs a New Editor 
 

Gordon Gore will be retiring as Editor of BIGScience at the end of November 2013. (This is my final issue.) Assuming the BIG 
Little Science Centre Society wishes to continue having a newsletter, here are some requisite qualifications: 
 
The Editor must: 

• have a genuine interest in the BIG Little Science Centre. 
• attend the science centre when there are visitors and special events. 
• be capable of writing copy quickly and competently. 
• know how to create a newsletter. 
• be a capable 'people' photographer. 
• know how to create pdf copies and email them to nearly 1000 readers. 
• be prepared to devote several hours a week to the task. 
• do all this voluntarily. 

 
BIGScience is mailed (Canada Post) to 10 readers including the National Library in Ottawa, and emailed directly to approximately 
1,000 readers. Some groups forward the newsletter to their members. The current editor has been mailing out issues approximately 
twice a month, but once a month would be adequate. If you wish to apply for this volunteer position contact the President of the BIG 
Little Science Centre Society, Dr. Jim Hebden, at <jhebden@shaw.ca> . 
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Volunteers Old and New at the Volunteer Orientation Session on November 16. 
 

 
 

Gord Stewart (Executive Director), Adele Stapleton (Director), John Metcalfe, Lance Rousselle, Stella 
Oosterhoff, Amanda Hill, Mark Bui, Ken Schroeder and Jennie McCaffrey (Director). John, Stella and 
Amanda are new volunteers. 

Future Electricians at Work? 
 

      
 

      
 

Students from the Heritage Christian Online School learn about electric circuits during a workshop at the BIG 
Little Science Centre. Thanks to Eric Wiebe for his knowledgeable assistance with the workshops! 
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Friday Afternoon Robotics Club 

Sponsor: Gord Stewart 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BIG Little Science Centre 
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BIG Little Science Centre 
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It Was Fun While It Lasted 
 

 
 
'Jake', from South Broadview Elementary School in Salmon Arm, helped Gordon Gore show 'how to 
deliver toilet paper to a giraffe'. (This is actually a demonstration of Bernoulli's Principle.)    Ken Schroeder Photo 
 

                                 Tristan Giles Photo 
Gordon Gore and Michael have fun with the Van de Graaff generator  

 
I started the science centre 14 years ago because I think science is important and because learning science can 
be fun. Not 'silly' fun, but fun in the sense that it is engaging, like a good hobby. While doing travelling science 
shows at many elementary schools in Kamloops, I became convinced that kids love science. A powerful 
weapon for learning science is the counterintuitive event, where one is presented with a situation that makes one 
ask "What gives?" and forces one to dig deeper and see what is really going on. My travelling science show 
included numerous discrepant events that really made kids think. The present hands-on room includes many of 
the items that were used in the original travelling show. The science centre has many displays that intrigue and 
challenge one's thinking, and hopefully help produce lifelong curiosity. 
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 The science centre started as a one-room attraction, at David Thompson Elementary, in Westsyde. Word 
quickly spread that a class field trip to 'DT' was a great experience. Eventually we had access to two rooms, 
then four, and we had no problem filling all the rooms with 'neat stuff'. Unfortunately, school enrollment 
problems forced the district to close Westsyde Elementary School and move their kids to 'DT', and BIG Little 
Science Centre was relocated to Bert Edwards Elementary, which became the science school. We moved twice 
more, first to George Hilliard Elementary School and now to the old Happyvale Elementary School. Obviously 
we all wish we could find a permanent home for the Centre, but our future is uncertain at this time. 
 
 The hands-on room is the nucleus of the BIG Little Science Centre. Kids of all ages can get 'lost' in the 
gymnasium at the old elementary school. Often, parents or grandparents have to drag their kids out of there 
because they are having so much fun. Many times visitors have commented on the quality of the experience one 
can have at the BIG Little Science Centre. The visitor book includes names from all over the world, and the 
most frequent description they use of our little Centre is "AWESOME!" 
 
 I end my involvement with the Centre reluctantly. The main reason for finally retiring (after many 
threats in the past) is the physical difficulty of simply walking and standing up. The muscles in my legs have 
weakened to the extent that I use a power wheelchair to get around, and when I do stand up and walk even short 
distances, fatigue sets in quickly. Also, I would be untruthful if I did not admit that the frequent moves from one 
school location to another have been frustrating, to put it mildly. 
 
 At the Centre, we know how valuable a contribution we make to the schools and to the general 
community. Parents, grandparents, teachers and the kids know it. Organizations such as the ASTTBC know the 
BIG Little Science Centre does great things promoting science and technology. At least three other districts 
have expressed an interest in possibly 'cloning' our science centre. However, it will take more than words and 
good wishes to keep the dream alive. It will take a great deal of financial support from a philanthropist, or from 
one or more levels of government, to make the science centre a permanent institution in Kamloops. 
 
 Thank you to everyone who has ever volunteered at the BIG Little Science Centre. This includes all the 
Directors since 2003, weekly helpers, young students who have helped on Saturdays and on other special 
occasions. Thanks to all the teachers who have brought their classes year after year for field trips. Most classes 
have been K-7 kids, but last year we had many keen visitors from Brocklehurst Middle School, and we 
occasionally entertain secondary school students as well. 
 
 Special thanks to a former colleague at Westsyde Secondary School, Ken Schroeder, who has 
contributed so much especially when we needed someone with chemistry and general science teaching 
experience. I have always valued Ken's 'down-to-Earth' advice because of his teaching and industrial experience 
and his intelligence and common sense. 
 
 Thanks to our two hard-working paid staff, Executive Director Gord Stewart and Assistant Operator 
Susan Hammond. These two stalwarts keep the place going despite all obstacles.  
 
 Good luck to staff, Directors, volunteers, members --- everyone who helps run the BIG Little Science 
Centre. Thank you for letting me be a part of it all. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Gordon R. Gore 
Founder 
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Fond Memories of Ten Years Ago  [2003] 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

2003: Three expert student 
helpers at the BIG Little 
Science Centre: Kane Hall, 
Dustin Anderson and 
James Befurt, of David 
Thompson Elementary 
School. 
 

Teachers from School District 73 (and one 
from South Okanagan Secondary School) 
visited the BIG Little Science Centre 
Friday February 21 2003 for an In-Service 
session with Operator Gordon Gore. 
     
   Rob Hunter Photo 
 

 
 
Ethan Kasten puzzles over the ‘collision-of-balls’ 
station at the BIG Little Science Centre. Ethan is a pre-
schooler who accompanied Val Hitchens’ Grade One 
class from Westmount Elementary to the science 
centre. 
 

Kevin Campbell and Taya 
Mostyk of David Thompson 
Elementary School 
experiment with levers. 
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Science Show 2003     Photos by Bill Koch 

 

    
 
Mackie Berry, Dustin Anderson, Shae Cooper and Ryan Holm were all recognized for their service to the  
BIG Little Science Centre.   
 

    
 

   
 

Left: Eleven-year-old Shae Cooper assists Gordon Gore with one of the demonstrations involving the Van de Graaff 
static electricity generator. Right: Olivia Wallis of Westsyde Elementary School is holding on to a static electricity 
generator. Each strand of her hair has the same type of charge, so the strands repel each other.  

On October 7, 2003, we had our official 11,000th visitor to the  
BIG Little Science Centre. He is Lane Chaney, a student  
in Norma Browne’s Grade One class at Westmount  
Elementary School. 
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The Half-Silvered Mirror 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The mirror is window glass covered with a half-silvered coating. Some light can pass through this mirror, and 
some light is reflected from the mirror.  
 

! Have a volunteer sit in front of the mirror.  
 

! Illuminate his or her face with the desk lamp, so the volunteer sees himself or herself.  
 

! Behind the mirror, hold a Halloween doll (choice of three or more) about the same distance from the 
mirror as the volunteer.  

 
! Quickly re-direct the lamp to the doll. The volunteer now sees the comical face of the Halloween doll 

instead of his or her own image.  
 

! Repeat with another child, and then with their teacher, if the group is a school class.  
 
This type of mirror is used in observation rooms, often seen in police movies. When you look into the half-
silvered mirror, you see whichever side is more brightly illuminated.  

 


